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Joshua Byun is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at 
Boston College and a 2025-2026 Stanton Nuclear Security 
Fellow at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His 
research focuses on questions related to grand strategy, alliance 
politics, and nuclear weapons. 

John J. Mearsheimer is an  influential American political 
scientist and international relations scholar, best known for 
developing the “offensive realism” theory, which posits that 
anarchy compels great powers to maximize power for security. 
A professor at the University of Chicago since 1982, he is a 
prominent critic of U.S. foreign policy, particularly regarding 
Iraq and Ukraine.


